Grade 6 Science

Space – Mid-Unit Quiz
Section A: Vocabulary:  Match the vocabulary words in the left column with the 




    definitions on the right

1. lunar eclipse

2. March 21st
3. perigee

4. waxing

5. Summer Solstice

6. solar eclipse

7. December 21st
8. Equinox

9. Waning

10. apogee

______ The moon appears to get bigger

_____  The official first day of Spring

_____  The moon is between the sun and Earth, 

            casting a shadow over the Earth

_____  The point in the moon’s orbit when it is   

            furthest from the Earth

_____  The name for a day when the Earth’s axis is 

            tilted neither towards nor away from the sun

_____  June 21st of every year

_____  The Earth is between the Sun and moon, 

            blocking the Sun’s rays

_____  The moon appears to get smaller

_____  Winter Solstice

_____  The point in the moon’s orbit when it is closest 

            to the Earth

Section B: True or False: Place a “T” or an “F” in the space provided

11. The Earth’s axis is tilted at an angle of 23.5 degrees   ______

12. North America is getting slanted sun rays when it is facing the Sun  ______

13. The planets, Sun, and moon are all held in place by gravity  ______

14. The moon is the Earth’s closest star  ______

15. If it is daytime in Europe, the opposite side of the globe will have night  ______

16. The tilt of the Earth’s axis changes as the Earth rotates and revolves  ______

17. Everywhere on Earth has the same number of hours of day and night  ______

18. The time it takes for the Sun to orbit around the Earth is 365 ¼ days  ______

19. The Earth rotates at a faster speed than it revolves  ______

20. We only see one side of the moon because it rotates and revolves at the exact 
same speed  _______

Section C: Multiple Choice  Circle only one answer!!

21. The Earth’s shape is described as a ________________.

a. Cylinder



b. Cone

c. Sphere

d. Polygon

22. What is the name of the imaginary line around which the Earth spins?

a. Equator

b. Axis

c. Prime Meridian

d. Ellipse

23. Which of the following is a method ancient scientists used to determine the 
Earth is round?

a. Observing the shadows of 2 sticks planted in Northern and Southern Egypt  

b. Taking satellite photos of the Earth

c. Watching a ship sail off into the distance

d. Looking through a telescope

24. Which of the following is the Earth’s only natural satellite?

a. The moon

b. The Sun

c. Earth doesn’t have a natural satellite

d. Mercury

25. The spinning of the Earth around its own axis is called __________________:

a. Revolution

b. Rotation

c. Orbiting

d. Ellipse

26. The Earth spins around its own axis once every ____________:
a. 24 days

b. 365 days

c. 24 hours

d. 12 hours

27. What is the result of the Earth spinning around its own axis?

a. The 4 seasons

b. The ocean tides

c. A lunar eclipse

d. Day and night

28. What is the shape used to describe the Earth’s orbit around the Sun?

a. Ellipse

b. Eclipse

c. Apogee

d. Oval

29. The Earth revolves around the Sun; therefore, it is a ____________ of the Sun:

a. Revolution

b. Gravitational pull

c. Natural satellite

d. Ellipse

30. What 2 things – when combined together – cause the change in the seasons?

a. Revolution of the Earth / Rotation of the Earth

b. Rotation of the Earth / Tilt of the axis

c. The Sun’s rays / Revolution of the Earth

d. Tilt of the axis / Revolution of the Earth

Bonus #1: Explain how the two items from question #30 work together to give us 4 distinct seasons on Earth.

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
Bonus #2: How can you revolve around an object without rotating?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________




Name: ________________








Score:


/30








